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BABY NEWS 

Congratulations to Jess McLean and her partner Daniel 

who will be having their first baby later this year! We wish 

them all the best on this fantastic journey. 

 

BRAINSTORM PRODUCTIONS 

Brainstorm Productions are putting on a performance this Thursday for all 

students. The production is based on ‘cyber bullying’ and the effects it can 

have on people. This is such an important message in today’s society. 

 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Parent Teacher Interviews are happening on Tuesday 2nd of February and 

Wednesday 3rd of February for grades 1-6. This is an information sharing 

session and is vitally important to set your child up for a successful year. 

Please make the effort to attend a meeting. I am looking forward to seeing 

as many parents as possible on these two evenings. 

 

PARENTS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Parents’ Association AGM was held last Tuesday 22nd of February at 

9:15 am. All office bearer positions were spilled and voted on.  

 

Congratulations to the following office bearers:  

 President: Kylie H 

 Treasurer: Laine K 

 Secretary: Laura C 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2021 
 

 

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally 

constituted bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a 

school within state wide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to 

directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its 

students. Thank you Woolworths 

Cranbourne West for  

donation of goods for our 

School Canteen. 
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Who is on the school council? 

For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 

 A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from 

this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at 

their child’s school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 

 A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more 

than one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is 

automatically one of these members. 

 An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council 

because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be 

Community members.  

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members 

expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape 

the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their 

involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, 

ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider:  

 Standing for election as a member of the school council;  

 Encouraging another person to stand for election.  

Do I need special experience to be on school council?  

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with 

others to help shape the school’s future.  

What do you need to do to stand for election?  

The Principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of 

Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the 

usual time line has been varied by the Minister. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange 

for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category.  

DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible 

to nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.  

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the 

Notice of Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail or be given one, following  
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the receipt of your completed nomination. Generally, if there are more nominations received than 

there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the two weeks after the call for 

nominations has closed.  

Remember: 

 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do;  

 Consider standing for election to council this year;  

 Be sure to vote in the elections.  

You can contact me for further information.  

 

School Council Notice of Election and Call for Nominations  

School Council is a very important part of Victorian Government schools and we value the input from 

our parents and education department employees. There are four parent vacancies and one DET 

member vacancies on School Council this year.  

Representatives are elected for two years. Representatives whose two year term ends are entitled to 

be nominated for re-election if they still have children attending Devon Meadows Primary School in 

2021.  

I would like to thank all retiring Parent and DET members for their input into the governance of our 

school.  

 Nominations for Parent and DET member vacancies open on Wednesday, 3rd March, 2021. 

 Nomination forms are available from the General Office.  

 Nominations close on Wednesday, 10th March 2021 at 4p.m.  

 Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted – Friday 12th March 2021. 

 Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed – On or before Wednesday 17th 

March 2021 

 Close of Ballot – Wednesday 24th March 2021  

 

School Council meetings are held a minimum of eight times each year and are usually on a 

Wednesday night, beginning at 6.00pm and usually concluding by 8.00pm.  

Please contact me at school if you would like further information about School Council.  

 

Brendan McDonough  

Principal 
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The ‘Green Team’ had its first meeting this week where 
we had a number of students from across all grades in 
attendance. We discussed lots of different things we 
can do at school to look after our environment. The 

role of our green team members is to ensure that our 
classroom bins are being used correctly, switching off 

lights when not in use and talking to others about ways 
we can protect and improve our school and community 
environments. It was fantastic to see so many students  
passionate about making a difference and doing their 

little bit for our environment.  
 

Narelle Sibly 

On Sunday 28th March from 8am to 12noon we are 

holding a working bee at school and we need as 

many helpers as possible. As the saying goes, ‘many 

hands make light work’, so we really need our 

school community to help out for just a few hours if 

you are available. At the conclusion of the working 

bee, the environment committee will be putting on a 

sausage sizzle for all our hard working volunteers.  

This term in Auslan 

the focus is  

“All About Me”. 

Students are  

learning to sign  

the alphabet, 

greetings and 

emotions.  


